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SUBJECT: PARAGUAYAN WORKERS' CONFEDERATION REQUESTS RELEASE OF 
CHRISTIAN TRADE UNIONISTS 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. 

1 . THE SECOND MOST IMPORTANT ASUNCION DAILY (HOY) PUBLISHED 
ON JANUARY 10 THE TEXT OF A LETTER FROM THE PARAGUAYAN CON- 
FEDERATION OF WORKERS (CPT) OT THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND LABOR, 
REQUESTING THE RELEASE OF THE WORKERS DETAINED ON DECEMBER 17. 

2. THE TEXT OF THE LETTER. AS PUBLISHED IN THE PAPER, WAS AS 
FOLLOWS: 

"OUR NATIONAL CENTER OF WORKERS WAS INFORMED BY A MEMBER OF THE 
PRESS (ULTIMA HORA OF DECEMBER 20, 1977) THAT A GROUP OF WORKERS 
SUPPOSEDLY MEETING CLANDESTINELY IN AN UNNAMED LOCATION NEAR 
YPACARAI HAS BEEN ARRESTED AND DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY BY POLICE 
ACTION. INCLUDED IN THE GROUP, WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED, ARE 
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MEMBERS OF THE FEDERATION OF BANK WORKERS, OF THE UNION 
OF PARAGUAYAN GRAPHIC ARTS WORKERS, AS WELL AS REPRESENTATIVES 
OF OTHER INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORNAIZATIONS AND 
NATIONAL GROUPS NOT DIRECTLY LINKED WITH OUR CENTER OF 
WORKERS." "FURTHER," THE NOTE ADDED, "BEING IN POSSESSION 
OF THE INFORMATION, THE CPT AS THE REPRESENTATIVE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE WORKING CLASS OF OUR COUNTRY, WHETHER ORGANIZED 
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OR NOT, NATIONAL OR FOREIGN IS KEENLY INTERESTED IN THE 
FATE OF THESE WORKERS AND THE REASON FOR THEIR DETENTION. 

FOR THIS REASON, WE ARE TURNING TO YOUR EXELLENCY TO REQUEST 
YOUR INTERVENTION SO THAT IF NO CRIMES AGAINST THE PUBLIC 
ORDER CAN BE IMPUTED TO THIS GROUP. THEY BE FREED IN AS 
SHORT A TIME AS POSSIBLE." 

"TO CLEAR UP OUR MOTIVES FOR TURNING TO YOUR EXCELLENCY, WE 
WISH TO MAKE CLEAR THAT NEITHER THE ORANIZATION TOWHICH 
THESE WORKERS BELONG NOR THEIR FAMILIES HAVE TURNED TO THIS 
WORKERS' CENTER. THE CPT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SACRED 
PRINCIPLES OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND UNION FREEDOM, AS PROCLAIMED 
ALWAYS BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
AND BY YOUR EXCELLENCY, HAS CONSIDERED IT ITS DUTY TO 
INTEREST ITSELF IN THE FATE OF THESE WORKERS. IF THEY ARE 
NOT INVOLVED IN COMMON CRIMES PUNISHABLE BY LAW, THEY 
SHOULD BE PLACED AT LIBERTY IMMEDIATELY." 

"OUR WORKERS' CENTER, MR. MINISTER, TRUSTS COMPLETELY IN 
YOUR ACTIONS AND IN THE EAGERNESS FOR JUSTICE WHICH YOU 
HAVE ALWAYS DEMONSTRATED IN FAVOR OF THE WORKING CLASS OF 
OUR COUNTRY. FOR THIS REASON, WE ARE REQUESTING YOUR 
MEDIATION SO THAT THIS POLICE ACTION IS SETTLED IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE LAW AND SO THAT IF NO CRIMES ARE PROVED, 

THESE INDIVIDUALS BE RETURNED IMMEDIATELY TO THE FREEDOM 
WHICH IS THEIR NATURAL RIGHT AS FREE AND DINIFIEDHUMAN 
BEINGS." 

END UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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3. ALTHOUGH THIS LETTER WOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED STRONG IN 
MANY COUNTRIES, IT IS THE FIRST TIME IN 23 YEARS THAT THE 
CPT HAS TAKENUP THE CUDGELS FOR ANY ARRESTED WORKER, OR 
THAT IT HAS IMPLICITLY CRITICIZED ANY GOVERNMENT ACTION. 
WHITE 
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